
Hunters and fumpers
The Hll World in Aiken is Qrouting
By Racar.r Monrnousr, PxorocnepHv Bv Gnnv Knolt

et's say you are a hunter/jumper rider who has just moved to

town.'Where can you board?'With whom shpuld you train?
'Who 

should you talk to ifyou need to buy a new horse? Lucky for
you, you have choices.

As with polo and eventing, the ranks of the hunter/jumper set

have swelled in recent years, and it looks as if she numbers will keep

increasing. I spoke with a few of the trainers who frequent Aiken's

shows to hnd oot what is happening here to draw and keep so many

professionals.

Daybrea,k Farm
fl tephanie \bn Bidder also knows a rhingor rwo abour slowing
,-)things dorvn. Spending her fbmrative years above rhe Mason-I)ixon
line in the high-pressure show rvorld, Srephanie knerv char she wanred
.sorneching dilfercnr when she starred her professional life.

"I grew up jusr oursicJe of Nerv York Cirv and rotle in sorne very
compecipivg hunrer/jumper areas - New York, Connecricur ancl New
Jcrsey. It was a gre ar iearning cxperience. I rvas exposed ro a very high
calibe r of horse and rider. Buc I really rvanred ro be sorneplac_e n'here
the horses could live a licrle more nacurally," she explains. "Here we have
great turnouc, perfecr narural fooring all year, and rhe winters are easy
on rhe horses * no indoor rings!"

Stephanie has creared a low-srress haven ar Daybreak Farm.
'My intenrion is ro serve rnv clienrs rvith premirun horse care and

raining in a fun, fiiendl,v, lorv-pressure armosphere. Daybreak is noc a---
huge shorv bam, N{y prograrn is small and individualieed antl oui fircus
is on quality,"

Stephanie ofi-ers full scrvice boarding,leisons, horse leasing and
training. She also markets a select grorrp of sales horses, some ot'rvhich
she orvns *nd some of rvhich are clienrs'horses.

"I am verv much a riding professional and having sales horses ke eps
me in rhe rack. Having to tl,J. a consra'rlv changiirg srream of horos
lieeps mv skills sharpi says srephanie, "I love narkedng quality horses i" ,ffiii"ljffi,,-.,,,,,,,,,,,
all stages of their craining and pairing rhern oft s'ith appropriare owners. ,.,,,,,:, " 

r'.,. .' tu, , . .
\Xratching them rnove on to success is exciring!"
Stephantu Van [Jiddu - Daybreah .I;arut 803-221.7194
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